
St. Jane HSA Used Uniform Sale 

                  

 
 

Sunday, January 27th 12-2PM 

Thursday, January 31st 5-6:30PM 

 

Conference Center – Ground Floor 

Cash or Checks accepted 

 

Feel free to send in outgrown uniform donations to the school office with your children or drop off 
any time during office hours. We appreciate your donations that allow us to keep our inventory 

stocked.  

Happy shopping!!!  

 

Contact person: Rebecca Frederickson 

610-417-4245 or rebeccafrederickson@me.com 



 

CYO NEWS 
2019 Spring Sports Registration 

 
St. Jane's Spring Sports Registration will be open January 1st – January 31st, 2019. 

 
Programs Offered: 
 
  Softball-Girls Pre-K-9th Grade 

Liz Deemer, Coordinator  
lizbeanerz@hotmail.com  

 
Track and Field K-8th Grade 
Dave Hohl, Coordinator 
hohlhouse@gmail.com  

 
Baseball Pre-K-8th Grade 
Derek Smith, Coordinator 
derek16@rcn.com  

 
Soccer, Co-ed Instructional-U15 
Coordinators: 
Anne Ditze: amditze@gmail.com  
Bryan Robertshaw: nookie1538@hotmail.com   
 

Please sign up according to grade for track/baseball/softball and birth year for soccer.   

 
To register, visit www.sjhawks.com. 
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Notre Dame Little Crusaders Softball 
Winter Softball Workouts 

 
Sundays, 6:30-8:00 pm at Notre Dame Green Pond in the Annex 

3417 Church Road, Easton, PA 18045 
Every week beginning Sunday, January 13, 2019 

 
Hitting  Fielding  Throwing Pitching 

 
Open to any 7th or 8th grade girl interested in playing softball with  

Notre Dame Green Pond's Junior High program.   
Students MUST be enrolled in a partner Catholic school to participate. 

 
If you are interested or have any questions, please contact: 

 
Fran Rowley – Notre Dame Varsity softball coach 

frowley@ndcrusaders.org 
610-533-3868 

 
 

mailto:frowley@ndcrusaders.org


 
Please join us as we celebrate the Holiday Season at  

Pizza D’Oro 

Thursday January10th at 6:30 pm. 

St. Jane Frances de Chantal School 

Home and School Association 

Please RSVP to Christine Van Syckle-Fortsch 

c/o David Simon Fortsch 6B 

by Monday January 7th 

dsfcmvf@ptd.net or 610-253-1337 

Payment by Cash or Check to St. Jane’s HSA 

$20.00 per person: choice from 4 dinner options, soup or salad & dessert. 

 



 

~Please join us as we kick-off Catholic School’s Week~ 

 New date, same location as last year- don’t miss the fun!! 

St. Jane’s Social 

Friday, January 25th, 2019 
7:00 – 11:30 PM 

Blue 
4431 Easton Ave 
Bethlehem, PA 

Please enter at the Event Center entrance on the West side of the building 

Hors d’Oeuvres and two drink tickets are included  
(Tickets are for Wine or Beer only) 

$40 per person 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Number of Attendee(s) _____________ 

Names of Attendee(s) _________________________________ 

Fill out this form and return bottom portion, with cash/check, via  
David Simon Fortsch c/o 6B by Monday, January 14th  
 
(Please make checks payable to:  St. Jane’s HSA) 
 

Look forward to seeing you! 
Christine Van Syckle-Fortsch 

dsfcmvf@ptd.net or 610-253-1337 
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National Hat Day! 
 Tuesday, January 15th 

  

It’s National Hat Day and Mrs. Okula has approved the students to 
come to school with a crazy hat for the day. If you do not have a hat 
then a crazy headband will do too. The hats should be appropriate and 
not interfere with them getting their school work done. 

**Please NO hats that cover their face or make a lot of noise.  
 
 
 
HSA Sponsored Event 
 
 
 
 
 

     
   

   

https://dragicap.wordpress.com/author/dragicap/page/6/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


 
 

Passion and Purpose: Why Gene 
Decker '80 Runs 
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Passion and Purpose: Why Gene Decker '80 
Runs 

 

By Chris Velardi '95  
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When Dr. Eugene Decker ’80 crosses the finish line of the Walt Disney World Half Marathon on 
Saturday, January 12, he won’t be alone. A little girl—weak from cancer, bald from chemo, 
determined to inspire—will be with him, as she always is. 

“I see that little girl every day I run,” says Decker, who runs—literally—every day.  

Decker finds tremendous motivation in that little girl, who was in the final months of a four-year 
cancer battle when he heard her mother share their family’s story at the aptly named “Inspiration 
Dinner” on the eve of this same race a few years ago.  

Decker runs for that little girl and for the countless people, many of them his patients, who have 
battled blood cancers like leukemia and lymphoma. He runs for people he knows well, like Erin 
Boyle DeWatt, a two-time survivor who is the mother of two of the runners on the cross-country 
team Decker coaches, and people he only knows of, like Syracuse legend Ernie Davis ’62, who 
died of leukemia at the age of 23. 

“If Ernie Davis were diagnosed today, he may not have died,” says Decker, a huge Syracuse 
sports fan who bleeds Orange. “I thought about that when I came back to campus for the 
Louisville football game this season. That’s why we had to get a photo of ‘Team Decker’ in front 
of the Davis statue.” 

“Team Decker” is Decker and his wife Debra ’81, his sons Eric and Dylan, Eric’s girlfriend 
Alyssa, and Dylan’s wife Stephanie. Everyone but Debra, who everyone knows as “Team 
Decker’s biggest cheerleader,” will be lacing up their running shoes for the race as part of Team-
in-Training, the primary fundraising program for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS).  

Decker’s team has grown as his passion for this cause has grown. It began a few years ago when 
Decker, an avid runner and self-described Disney Nut” I could go there thousands of times and 
not get bored”—was looking for a new challenge. A half marathon through the theme parks he 
loved, benefiting those battling blood cancers, was a perfect fit. 

“This is about real people—many have been my patients,” says Decker, a family physician in 
Phillipsburg, N.J. who is the clinical director of the residency program at St. Luke’s University 
Health Network’s Warren Campus. “I keep meeting new people who have blood cancers and I 
spend an hour talking to them about their battles and their stories.” 

While those stories fuel Decker’s passion, his community provides the necessary support to 
make his efforts successful. 
“The first year I did this, we raised $11,000,” recalls Decker. “I sent emails, knocked on doors, 
held fundraisers, whatever I could do to get donations.”  

Dangerous lightning canceled that race at the last minute, but Decker vowed to return. The next 
year, Decker raised more than $16,500.   

https://pages.teamintraining.org/epa/wdw19/TeamDecker
https://www.lls.org/


 

This year, “Team Decker” raised $21,249 thus far and is over $50,000 cumulative over the past 4 
years in donations, putting it among Team-in-Training’s national leaders.  

 
“We organized a 5K, local restaurants did fundraiser nights, my wife did ‘Painting for Purpose,’ 
my son and girlfriend did cookie sales; this just keeps growing!” says Decker, who has been 
asked to speak at this year’s Inspiration Dinner.  



One of Decker’s favorite fundraisers wasn’t a huge moneymaker, but it was a special tribute. The 
students at Saint Jane Frances de Chantal School, where Decker is a coach, held a dress-down 
day. Instead of their regular school uniforms, everyone wore Decker’s favorite color: Orange. 

“The kids I coach only know me as wearing Orange,” says Decker. “That really brings it all 
together for me—my story, Ernie Davis, this is part of what Syracuse is all about—giving 
back.”   

Decker considers his participation in the Disney Half Marathon the perfect pay-off for his 
passions—his wife and family, running, Disney, Syracuse, and LLS. 

“I know the money goes to cures, it goes to transportation for patients, it goes to people who 
need it,” says Decker. “I know first-hand what this charity does and the great work it does.”          
                

And Decker knows first-hand how many people rely on that work. He knows because he sees 
them every day when he runs.  

  
 



 

 

 

                 

Come Show your School Spirit as we close 

Catholic Schools Week 

with 

St. Jane’s “Afternoon” at Bushkill Park Roller Rink! 

 

Friday, February 1, 2019 4:00pm – 6:00pm 

 

Admission is $6.00 per skater in advance. 

(includes skate rental) 

Admission will be $7.00 per skater at the door. 

 

Wear your school colors to show your school pride. 

Limited to the First 150 skaters. 

Family Name:       Grade of Oldest Child:   

Number of Skaters: ________ 

Total Amount Due: ___________ Check # _____  

Cash or Check. Make checks payable to: St. Jane School 

 

Please send all order forms to the attention of Elizabeth Deemer 

c/o Makenna Deemer – 3B. Please contact Elizabeth Deemer 

with any questions lizbeanerz@hotmail.com 

 

All order forms must be returned by January 29, 2018. 

mailto:lizbeanerz@hotmail.com


Calling All 7th & 8th 
Graders  

 
KICKING OFF CATHOLIC SCHOOL WEEK WITH AN 

 INDOOR CARNIVAL 
 

WHEN: Sunday, January 27, 2019 
WHERE: FFH 
 
If you are looking for service hours and are able to 
help out please contact Stephanie Chinchar at 
chinchar@rcn.com or Tawnya Minniti at 
tawnyaminniti@yahoo.com  
 
Time Slots:  
Set Up – Saturday, Jan. 26th 12-2 
Help work Carnival – Sunday, Jan. 27th 12pm-3pm 
Clean Up – Sunday, Jan. 27th 3pm – 4pm 

 
SO EXCITED TO HAVE AN INDOOR 

CARNIVAL FOR ALL TO ENJOY! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:chinchar@rcn.com
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KICKING OFF CATHOLIC SCHOOL WEEK WITH AN 

OPEN HOUSE and INDOOR CARNIVAL 
 

WHEN: Sunday, January 27, 2019 
WHERE: FFH 
TIME: 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM 

 
Tickets: .25 cents per ticket 
Tickets can be pre-purchased (please see below form)  
Cash Only please for ease of handling 
*All pre-purchased tickets will be saved and given out the day of 
carnival at the door.  
Tickets can also be bought at the door the day of carnival.  
 

Please return bottom form to Tawnya Minniti c/o 
Jacob 1A 

 
Family Name: ______________________________ 
 
# of Tickets: _______________________________ 
_______________________________ 
Total Amount Enclosed: _____________________ 
_________________________________________ 
 

SO EXCITED TO HAVE AN INDOOR CARNIVAL 
FOR ALL TO ENJOY! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



IT’S HawkWalk TIME… VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED! 

 
 

It is time to begin planning for the 11th anniversary of our HawkWalk 

event!  As many of you already know, this is our spring fundraiser and has been 
very successful for the past 10 years.  Through HawkWalk and other fundraisers, 
the HSA has previously been able to make major improvements to our school, 
including security upgrades, air conditioning for our buildings, new bathroom 
facilities, and the purchase of nearly 400 chrome books for the students.  How 
exciting!  This year our goal is to raise enough funds for classroom furniture, 
seating for the chapel, and technology upgrades.  We need your help!!  

The HawkWalk committee will be holding their first meeting on Monday, Feb. 4th 
at 6:30pm in the Conference Center (the building next to the school).  We will 
continue to meet weekly as needed until the day of the event, which is Friday, 
April 26th.  There are several tasks that need to be completed over the next few 
months to be sure we have another successful event.  If you think you can help in 
any way, please fill out the form below and return it to Michelle Van Wert c/o 
Kieran Van Wert K2.  

**Please note:  If you are only able to help the day of the event, there will be a separate volunteer request form 
sent in March. 

Thank you in advance for joining our group! 

I would like to help with the HSA HawkWalk. 

 

Name:__________________________________________________ 

Email address:____________________________________________ 

Phone Number:___________________________________________ 
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